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district at the time. Beyers, however, was in trouble
on his own account. On the loth, Colonel Celliers
had fallen upon him at Bultfontein, and had beaten
him thoroughly and made large captures. Most of
the 1,500 rebels were driven northwards, many across
the VaaL Accordingly De Wet, fleeing from Virginia
down the Sand and Vet Eivers, found Celliers ahead
of him, and heard of Beyer's disaster. He saw that
the game was up, and halted his force near Boshof.
There seems to have been considerable disaffection
in its ranks, and in a final address to them he advised
all who were tired of fighting to hide their rifles and
go home. Many took the advice, including two of
his sons, many yielded themselves to the Union
forces, but De Wet himself, with twenty-five men,
made one last dash for liberty. He picked up some
fugitives, and the small commando crossed the rail-
way line to Rhodesia twenty miles north of Vryburg.
He had, apparently, conceived the bold scheme of
going through the Kalahari to German South-West
Africa, But he had not allowed for the motor cars
of his pursuers. For a day or two there was heavy
rain, which made the roads bad and gave the Boer
ponies of Ms party an advantage over any motor.
But by the 27th the weather had cleared, the veld was
hard and dry, and Colonel Brits, who had taken up
the chase, began to capture the slower members of
the commando. As the fugitives penetrated into
the western desert their case became more hopeless.
De Wet was forced by the motors behind him to
cover fifty miles at a stretch without off-saddling,
a thing hateful to the Boer horsemaster. The end
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